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Wed Sept 9 - Hope and Action
Sustainability Excursion
Mon Sept 14 - Footy Colouors
Dress up Day
Fri Sept 18 - Last Day of Term 3 
Mon Oct 5  - First Day of Term 4 

Father’s Day
We would like to wish all of our dads,
grandfathers and special people a
very Happy Father’s Day for Sunday.
We hope you enjoy a wonderful day
together and have the chance to
celebrate the important role you play
in the lives of our students.

Hope and Action Day Excursion
Wednesday 9 September
Our students will be attending the
Hope and Action Sustainability
Education for Schools Day at the
Garden for the Future in White Hills.
The bus will leave at 8.30 am sharp
and will return at 3.30pm.  Students
will take part in activities presented
by a range of environmental and
community organisations, making
this a valuable extension of our
sustainability learning at school.

Newshounds
Our Newshounds page for this year has
now been published! We are very proud
of all of the students who contributed
their writing and ideas. A special
congratulations to those students
whose work was selected by the editors
for publication. You can see our school’s
page in the newsletter



FootyTeams Dress-Up Day – Monday 14 September
To celebrate footy finals season, we will be holding a Footy Teams Dress-Up
Day on Monday 14 September. Students are invited to come dressed in the
colours of their favourite AFL team, local football team or another sporting
team they support. Scarves, jumpers, beanies and team colours are all
welcome. We look forward to seeing plenty of team spirit!

Parent Opinion Survey
The annual Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey provides families with
an important opportunity to share feedback about our school. Your
responses help us understand what we are doing well and identify areas
where we can continue to improve. In a small school, every response is
particularly valuable in giving us a clear picture of our families’ experiences
and priorities. Login details and instructions for completing the survey will be
sent to families via email. We encourage all families to take a few minutes to
complete the survey and have their voice heard.

Hats at School- Tuesday 1 September 
From September 1st, students will once again need to wear a hat whenever
they are outside during play times and outdoor activities. The school provides
each student with a school hat, which is kept in their individual tub at school.
Keeping hats at school means they are always available when needed and
reduces the chance of them being forgotten at home.

Bushfire Preparedness and Fire Drill
Last week we completed a fire evacuation drill as part of our ongoing
emergency management and bushfire preparedness procedures. These drills
are an important opportunity for students and staff to practise responding
calmly and safely in the event of an emergency.
As we head towards the warmer months, the school will continue to review
our bushfire preparedness procedures and ensure students understand what
to do in an emergency. Families will also receive relevant bushfire and
emergency information as required throughout the season.

Victorian Government Schools Agreement (VGSA)
Families may have heard about the proposed Victorian Government Schools
Agreement 2026 (VGSA).  A proposed new agreement has now been
developed and all school employees are being given the opportunity to vote
on whether to approve it over the next few weeks
For families, there is no action required. 
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School preparations for the
bushfire season
Each year, we undertake a range of activities
to ensure the safety of our school and to
prepare for bushfires and grassfires.
An important part of this process is
communicating to parents what will happen
when certain fire danger ratings are issued to
help ensure the safety of students and staff.

Our school has been identified as being at risk of bushfire or
grassfire and is a Category 3 school

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in Central,
North Central fire weather district.

Closure of the school due to a Catastrophic fire danger rating will be enacted when the
Bureau of Meteor- ology forecast and related public safety messaging are confirmed. Due
to uncertainties in the forecast, the timing of this confirmation may vary. Information
regarding potential or confirmed Catastrophic fire dan- ger days will be communicated to
you by telephone.

It is also important to be aware that:
No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic
day.
All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled.
School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for
fire weather district in which the camp is located, or if the travel involves passing
through areas that have Catastrophic fire danger.
As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated and completed our
Emergency Management Plan prioritised any maintenance works that may assist in
preparing for the threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.

What can families and the school community do to help us prepare?
 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.
Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, checking our website or any member
of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.
Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative
care arrangements if our school is closed due to Catastrophic fire danger. Further
information can be found on the CFA’s website.
Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggersare met. Our school
community may be spread out across many areas and some families may be at
higherrisk than others.Your family’s safety is critical, so please let us know if you are
actioning your bushfire survival plan and if your children will be absent on these days

· 
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·If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire
survival plan.
Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire
danger rating days in their district. The safest option is to leave the night before or early
on the morning of the Catastrophic day. On such days, children should never be left at
home alone or in the care of older children.

You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and preparedness actions here:
VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices
·VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
·Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au
·Facebook(https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)
·Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)
·ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

What is the department’s policy?
The Department of Education annually assesses the fire risk of all schools and early
childhood services with the support of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO). They are allocated a category of risk (categories 0 to 6). Schools and
services that are Categories 0-3 are published on the Bushfire At- Risk Register (BARR).
Schools at some risk of bushfire and grassfire are published on the Category 4 List.
The department’s Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early
childhood services on the BARR and the Category4 List to close when a Catastrophic fire
danger rating day is forecast in their fire weather district. All school bus routes which travel
in or through a district with Catastrophic fire danger must also be cancelled.
The policy also requires that schools at the highest risk of bushfire(those in Categories 0, 1
and 2 of the Bush- fire At-Risk Register) enact pre-emptive action plans based on the fire
danger forecast for their Local Government Area (LGA).

Who issues fire danger forecasts?
The Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) provides public fire danger rating forecasts each day of
the fire danger period using fire weather district areas. In Victoria, there are 9 fire weather
districts, which are based on Local Government Area boundaries.
The department uses these forecasts when supporting schools to enact their pre-emptive
bushfire actions plans.
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Seeds
As part of Science Week, students explored this year’s theme of Seeds
through a hands-on design challenge. They investigated how plants and
seeds can be used as part of sustainable building design before creating their
own model houses with living, sustainable roofs. Students considered how
green roofs can support plant growth, provide habitat, help manage water
and contribute to more environmentally friendly buildings. It was a great
opportunity to combine science, sustainability, creativity and problem-
solving in a practical way.



Book Week
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During Book Week, students brought stories to life through a range of fun,
hands-on activities. They used puppets to retell familiar stories, developing
their sequencing, oral language and storytelling skills. Students also took
part in a STEM challenge inspired by The Three Little Pigs, designing and
building houses from different materials and then testing whether their
constructions could withstand some serious huffing and puffing! It was a
wonderful way to combine literacy, creativity, problem-solving and
teamwork while celebrating our love of books.
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Community News..
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